SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

FOR WRT 120 COURSES ONLY
Updated Fall 2004
On a separate sheet of paper (with your name at the top), please type your responses to the following questions.  Some questions contain choices, so please consider your options carefully before beginning your response.  Your answers should be 7-12 sentences (or so) long.  Please return your completed questionnaire to your instructor in your portfolio at the end of the semester.

1. Genre Question

Look back over your writing for this course.  Choose one paper that you wrote that you believe represents a good example of its genre.  (Genre is the type or form of the paper.)  Identify the genre of that paper and describe the specific characteristics that make it a good example of that type of writing.  Optional: If you like, you may compare or contrast this paper to a less successful paper in the same or another genre.

2. Content Question

Pick a paper from this class in which you feel you have clearly made a claim, presented an idea, described an experience, or made an argument successfully.  Identify the specific types of evidence and/or support (details, anecdotes, descriptions, data, etc.) that you provided to help make the paper successful.  Optional: If you wish, you may contrast this assignment with a less successful effort from another assignment.

3. Expression Question

Review the papers you wrote for this course.  Choose one in which you feel you expressed your thoughts, ideas, or position most effectively.  Describe the decisions you made regarding vocabulary, style, tone, syntax, and audience that made your expression work well.  Optional: If you want, you may draw comparisons with other papers you wrote for this class in which you feel your expression was less successful.

4. Correctness Question

Identify two areas of correctness (grammar, punctuation, spelling, citations, etc.) that you worked on in your writing this semester. Provide a specific example from your writing of each error and explain how to correct it.  Also discuss how you came to recognize these errors and the steps you took in learning to correct them. 

5. Diversity Question

One of the stated goals of the WRT courses is to help students respond thoughtfully to diversity.  In part, this means careful attention to the language you and other writers use and the assumptions you and other writers make when talking about categories like age, disability, ethnicity, gender, nationality, race, religion/spirituality, sexual orientation, socioeconomic class, etc.  That is, language choices are not simple, trivial alternatives, but reflect deeper societal ideas about various groups and individuals.  Reflect back on this course and the writing you did for it, and answer one of the questions below:

· Explain how at least one choice in your writing is an example of your awareness that language decisions are not simple surface choices, but reflect deeper societal ideas about diverse social categories.

OR

· Explain how you have increased your understanding of and ability to respond to diversity through one or more of your writing projects this semester.

6. Open Question

Describe one thing that you have learned about writing this semester that you are really proud of or that you thought was especially important.  Talk about how you came to identify this issue and the process you went through to learn it.

